Moose are I\/Ilnnesotas Iargest mammals

ou would think

the largest mam-

mal in Minneso-
ta would be easy to spot,
but even if you are specifi-
cally searching for one, it
can be tough to catch a
glimpse of a moose.

Minnesota 's moose
population is limited main-
ly to the northeastern por- &
tion of the state. Your best g
shot at seeing one would b
to visit the wildest portions
of the Arrowhead region, like Su-
perior National Forest or the
Boundary Waters Canoe Area.
There are about 4,000 moose liv-
ing in this portion of the state.
Moose, which are the largest

member of the deer family, were
once plentiful in the northwestern
portion of the state, but now few,
if any, remain. Scientists have
been researching their dramatic

Moose are also exception-
al swimmers. They are
capable of swimming
more than 10 miles with-
out stopping.

The moose has very
long legs, which makes it
adept at wading and mov-
ing through very deep
snow.

Moose also have excep-
tional senses of smell and
hearing, but they cannot
see very well.
ence. A male (bull) moose often Habitat

weigh about 1,000 pounds and can \oose prefer large tracts wild
exceed 1,300 pounds. A bull can greas, well away from human ac-
measure six feet in height at its tivity. They like wetlands, bogs,
back and measure 10 feet in ponds and lakes, because a signifi-
length. A female (cow) is smaller. cant portion of their diet consists

It typically weighs between 800- of aquatic plants. Although they

900 pounds. often live in forests, moose prefer
Throughout much of the year, more open, young forest to dense
you can tell the difference be- old-growth forest. Logging and

tween a bull and a cow by simply forest fires benefit moose by re-

decline in population, but have notlooking at their heads. The bull  moving old growth trees and cre-

come a firm conclusion on what
has caused them to die. Among
the possible causes are winter
ticks, warmer weather or a brain
worm, which is transmitted from
whitetail deer to moose.
Very big

Coming face-to-face with a

moose can be a terrifying experi-

moose grows a large set of antlersating more open spaces with
that can weigh about 40 pounds  young trees.

and measure five feet in width. Food
The antlers fall off in the winter
and begin growing again in the
spring.

Despite their size, moose can
move quickly. They can run at
speeds up to 35 miles per hour.

When available, moose feed
heavily on aquatic plants. They

Continued on page 4



The redhead duck is one of many diving duck

ou may think all wild species found in Minnesota
ducks are the same.
They all can fly. They  come to the surface slowly, allow- Less popular

all can swim on top of the water. ing just their head to come up.
They may be colored differently, This gives them an opportunity to
but beyond that they all act pretty check for danger, without being
much the same. Right? detected by a predator.

Minnesota is home to numerous Diving ducks commonly have
duck species, but they all have dif-larger feet and shorter tails than
ferent preferences for habitat and other types of ducks. Their legs
prefer different types of food. are short and placed farther back
Generally, certain groups of duck on their bodies than surface-
species can be categorized by theifeeding ducks.
behavior. If you watch a diving duck fly,

One such category of ducks is you will notice they patter along . s
called the diving duck. Among the the water’s surface for a distance, lake or pond. This p_ractlce has
species of diving ducks in Minne- before taking off. Also, their feet ma_lde t_hem susceptible to lead
sota are the canvasback, redhead tend to be visible in flight, in con- p0|son|r'1g from lead shot, from
ring-neck, scaup, goldeneye and trast to non-diving ducks. Becausehunters shotg_uns. I_3efore lead
ruddy duck. they have larger feet, it is more shot was restrl_cted n ,

As the term suggests, diving  difficult for diving ducks to walk waterfowl hunting, hunters

ducks dive below the surface to on land. lead shot fell to the water a_nd
sunk to the bottom, where it was

Waterfowl hunters generally
prefer surface-feeding ducks
over diving ducks, because they
are said to taste better. The food
preferences of diving ducks often
cause them to have more of

a fishy flavor than other duck
species.

Lead shot

Diving ducks commonly take
their food from the bottom of a

find their food. Common foods It is more common to see div- ° o
include small fish, mollusks, in-  ing ducks on larger bodies of wa- ingested by_ d|V|_ng dUCkS_'
sects and aquatic plants. ter, especially large, deep lakes Lead poisoning has killed

Diving ducks will also dive to  and rivers, than on small ponds orcountless numb_er_s of diving
escape danger. If a predatoris ~ marshes. One of the best places gglucks, but restrictions on t_he use
near, they can dive below the sur- spot diving ducks in Minnesota is of lead shot a”?‘ change.s ”,1 atti-
face and swim hundreds of yards along the Mississippi River flyway tgde tovyard using 'e"%d fishing
to avoid predators and emerge in aspecially during the migratory sinkers is slowly helpllng to reduce
safe place. Diving ducks can also seasons during the spring and faII.the number of poisonings.



hey aren’t insects, but

they are pests. Litter bugs

are people who toss trash
out of their car windows or discard
cans, wrappers and other refuse
without regard to the consequenc-
es.

Trash is ugly to look at, but it
also hurts nature and the environ-
ment.

Over the last few decades,
America has worked hard to re-
duce the amount of litter and to
punish those who litter, but when
you drive along any road or take a
hike in a park, you are likely to
still see discarded trash, such as

respect for both nature and socie- yond our lifetimes.
ty. How to help

Types of litter Organize litter clean-ups at
The most common types of lit- your school or local park. Join
ter are cans, bottles and cigaretteswith adults to help clean up road-
but people also discard oil, batter- ways. Many organizations, such as
ies, toxic containers, paper prod- Cub Scouts and Girl Scouts adopt
ucts and a wide variety of other  sections of roadways to keep them

items. clean.

Litter can contaminate the air, Carry a bag with you and pick
soil and water, and kill animals, up litter like cans, bottles and pa-
fish, birds and plants. Wildlife per. Be sure to wear protected

cans, cigarette butts, fast food bagﬁmy accidentally eat trash or be- gloves to avoid injury or germs

and many other items.

Why litter?

come entangled or trapped in it. that can be associated with litter.
Wildlife can also become sick Take the items home and recycle

Studies have shown that peoplefrom drinking contaminated water them.

are more likely to litter where lit-
ter already exists. Many people
think someone else will clean up
their messes, but everyone must
take responsibility for their own
trash. Throwing it along the road
or in the woods shows a lack of

or by coming in contact with toxic  If you know a litter bug, ex-
materials. plain to them how they are hurting

Many discarded items will af- the environment and encourage
fect the environment for hundreds them to properly dispose of their
or even thousands of years, be- trash. Many people will change
cause they do not break down eastheir ways, if they realize that they
ily and remain hazards well be-  are hurting nature.



Sumacs provide fire of color in fall

innesota is home to four P \g B Lt During the summer, the smooth

different members of the 7/‘ e " T ™ e sumac produces a cone-shaped
sumac family, but one of the most S ' cluster of reddish/maroon berries.
recognizable is the smooth sumac Some people make a lemonade-
which grows along the edges of type drink from the berries. Birds
woods, roadways and fields, eat the birds throughout the win-
throughout the state. B ter.

The smooth sumac is shrub-likg The bark of the sumac provides
plant that becomes especially visi-f 4" ; food for animals like deer and rab-
bIe in early fall when it leaves turn %’ )“‘*"- e bits during the winter. If you ex-

) ' - amine sumac during the winter
arguably among the most beautifuspreads by sending out root suck- months, you may notice large sec-
fall colors. They are often among ers, which is why the shrubs are tions of bark stripped from the

the first leaves to change. often found growing in large shrub by animals, often times

A smooth sumac can grow to clumps. It prefers plenty of sun-  from the ground up.
more than 10 feet tall. The plant shine and dry to moist soil.

Continued from page 1 can hold as much as 100 pounds Predators
of food in their stomachs. As the largest mammal in Min-
can often be seen wading in Young nesota , the moose has very few
shallow water eating aquatic Baby moose are called calves. predators. Wolves and black bears
plants, but they can also swim out |n Minnesota , calves are bornin may go after calves, or a sick or
to deeper water and dive down to May or June. A cow typically injured moose. However, even a
get plants. gives birth to one calf, but occa- sick or injured moose can severely

Throughout the year, and espe-sjonally two. When a calf is born, injure a wolf or bear with its ant-
cially in winter, moose feed on it weighs between 25-35 pounds. lers and sharp hooves.
branches of aspen, maple and wil-  \ithin a week of being born, Because it is very difficult and
low trees. They also eat branches calves can run and swim. A calf  dangerous to attack a grown
from many types of small shrubs. stays with its mother for a year or moose, wolves will often follow a

As you might imagine, moose more, before it is ready to go off  sick or injured moose for days and
need to eat a lot of food to main- gn its own. wait for it to die.

tain 1,000 pounds of weight. They
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